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Alfons, Jozef Lammens was born on 29 June 1899 in the hamlet of Sinte-

Margriete, now part of Sint-Laureins, near Eeklo, East Flanders, Belgium. 

His parents were August Lammens and Octavie Rosseel. 

At the outbreak of the 1st World War, the family is living in Westkapelle and 

Alfons is working as a mason’s apprentice. 

In October 1914 the 15-year old embarks, on his own, on a journey via 

Oostburg (Dutch province of Zeeuws-Vlaanderen) to England. He seems to 

have wanted to join his father who was staying in the Edmonton War 

Refugees Camp there.  

End December 1914 Alfons arrived in London and shortly after, on 3 

January 1915 volunteered for military service at Alexandra Palace, London. 

Correctly stating his birthdate, he was refused because of being under age. 

Undeterred, he once more volunteered on 7 January, at Finsbury Square, 

London, giving 1896 as his (false) year of birth, and was promply accepted 

into military service and sent via Le Havre to C.I. (Centre d’Instruction) of the 

1st Army Division at Fécamp (situated in the Seine Maritime department, on 

the Normandy coast, between Le Havre and Dieppe). 

He arrived there on the 11 January 1915 and was assigned to the 11th 

Company, IVth Batallion of the 1st Division’s Training Centre. 

On 16 May 1915 Alfons is transferred to the 5th Company of the 12th Infantry 

Regiment, 3rd Army Division. Less than 2 months later, on 9 July, with his 

unit on front duty, he falls ill and is sent to the hospital in Coutances (in the 

Manche department, East Normandy) as unfit for service through general 

weakness. 

It takes up till 14 January 1916 till he’s released from hospital and sent to 

the Fécamp training centre. From there he returns to his unit, the 5th 

Company, 12th Regiment, on 29 January. 

On 21 March, he is confined to the guard room for 2 days as penalty for 

being late on company roll call. 

Next, on 30 April, he is once more sent to hospital because of illness 

contracted while on front line duty. 

In the meantime, it appears that his father has sought to get Alfons out of 

the army and have him returned to London. Some of the correspondence of 

the time has survived and includes, a letter to the War Minister dated 1 May 

1916 claiming under age Alfons had been forced to enlist and had not given 

signed consent for entering into armed service. Further documents are 

available refuting this, including affidavits of NCO’s concerned at the Fécamp 



Training Centre where Alfons had signed his enlistment papers in their 

presence. These documents also indicate that Alfons was not taking any 

initiative in the request for his release from the Army. 

A later document dating from 24 November 1918, i.e. after the Armistice, 

and signed by Alfons clarifies the matter somewhat : it states he was indeed 

born in 1899 but had, at the time, lied about his age to the Consul in 

Oostburg in order to get a passport for travelling to London. On his arrival in 

London, the birth year on his passport made him available for military 

service and after a medical examination, he found himself duly on the way to 

the training camp at Fécamp. 

While this procedure was taking its course, Alfons had recovered sufficiently 

and was returned to the Fécamp Training Centre on 2 July 1916 and 

reassigned to his regiment’s 5th company on 24 July. 

The next event that involves him, on 6 December 1916, is a sentence of 4 

days in arrest for returning from leave 1 day late. 

This obviously didn’t cure him as on 12 April 1917 he once more gets 4 days 

for the same reason. 

Some two months later, on 24 June, he is put under arrest again, for 2 days, 

for sitting down while on spotter duty in an advanced position at the front. 

It is worth noting that, having been described as blond haired, with brown 

eyes and measuring 1.62 m. at enlistment, his military identity card of 1 

Oktober 1917 has his length at 1.71 m. Despite the rigours of frontlife, the 

youngster has grown. 

The war became more lively for Alfons as on 6 November 1917 he was cited 

on the Order of the Day of the Army. The citation reads : “has volunteered for 

service for the duration of the war before the age of 16 and has distinguished 

himself at the front for over 18 months by his courage and his good will.” 

Barely 5 days later, on 11 November, he would again be cited, this time on 

the Order of the Day of his regiment for “ in spite of a violent artillery 

barrage, having returned spontaneously to an advance post that had to be 

temporarily abandoned because of friendly artillery fire aimed at German 

fortifications in the area.” This is possibly connected to a raid on the Terstille 

Farm German strongpoint which was executed in the night of 11-12 

November (near Nieuwpoort). 

We next hear from Alfons in a recommendation for a further citation dated 

29 October 1918 :  

 



 

“Courageous and energetic soldier. Has particularly distinguished himself on 

28 and 29 September 1918. Has volunteered, during the battle of 17 October 

1918, to destroy, with his lieutenant and a few other soldiers, a machine gun 

nest at the syphon of the Roeselare (Roulers) Canal that seriously delayed 

the advance of the adjoining regiment. When the action was successfully 

concluded, he brought his severely wounded lieutenant back to the lines 

under enemy fire. Has been at the front for 41 months and is already holder 

of the Croix de Guerre.” 



Another document, by the company commander, describes the action as 

follows : 

 

“First Lieutenant A. Beekers had received orders to proceed to the borders of 

the Lys Canal and destroy resistance nests situated at the syphon of said 

canal. Private Lammens volunteered to assist his lieutenant on this perilous 

mission. The party started 300 m from the target, in broad daylight, and 

advanced crawling on their bellies, leaping when having arrived close 

enough, and captured the machine guns. The operation was very important 

and capital as the resistance nest had stopped all progress for the 15th Line 

Regiment” (29/10/18 Lieut. CO Company). 

Shortly after, however, on 4 November, we find Alfons being detained for 15 

days at the guard room for missing roll call on two occasions. 

A few months later, on 5 April 1919, he apparently is cited on the Army’s 

Order of the Day again. It is likely to be the 29 Oct. 1918 recommendation 

coming to fruition. 

On 26 August 1919, Alfons is finally demobilized and leaves the 5th company 

of the 12th Regiment.  

He was awarded the Victory Medal on 11 October and the Commemorative 

Medal for the 1914-1918 War on 19 November. He received 6 front stripes 

(for his total of 44 months and 16 days frontline duty) on 1 June 1921, 

entitling him to a gilt and silver bar on the ribbon of his Commemorative 

Medal. 



In a document dated 13 November 1920, we note he’s still described as a 

bachelor but another document, obviously of a later date, mentions him 

being married to Marie Tange. Unfortunately no date for the marriage is 

found in his file. Possibly it was around 16 July 1921 when he is reported to 

have moved to live in Oostduinkerke. 

In the years following his demobilization, he will be administratively 

reassigned to the 4th Batallion of his former regiment (1 May 1921), to the 3rd 

Division’s Depot (1 December 1922) and finally to the 2nd Army Corps Depot 

(21 January 1924). 

Having moved to Nieuwpoort in 1922, he died in that town on 7 November 

1924, aged only 25. 

 

 

Sources : 

- Estate of Alfons Lammens 

- Personal file of Alfons Lammens at the Belgian Military Archives in 

Evere (Brussels) 

 

  



Annex 1 : Frame with medals and certificate as found in the Lammens estate 

 

 



Annex 2 : Detail of the certificate as found in the Lammens estate 

 

Annex 3 : Identity Card as found in the Lammens estate 

 

 



 

Annex 4 : Notification of the awarded front chevrons (6), as found in the 

Lammens estate 

  



Annex 5 : Enlistment form (London, 7 January 1915), as found in the 

military archives file on Alfons Lammens 

 

 

 



Annex 6 : WWI Service document (military archives file) : 

 



 

 



Annex 7 : Citation proposal (military archives file) 

 

 



 

 

 



Annex 8 : Posting from Fécamps training centre to 12th Line Regiment 

(military archives file) 

 

  



Annex 9 : Documents relating to the failed request for dismissal from 

military service (military archives file) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Annex 10 : Service document with citations and punishments (military 

archives file) 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



Annex 11 : Document showing the calculation for the award of front stripes 

(military archives file) 

 

 



 

  



Annex 12 : Remaining document in the military archives file  
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